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extent. A141alik al-Aadil having assured the tranquil exercise of his power in all
these provinces, divided them between his sons: al-Malik al-Kamil received Egypt
for his share, al-Malik al-Moazzam obtained Syria, al-Malik al-Ashraf got as-Shar-
kiya, and al-Auhad retained the countries which we have already indicated. He
(al-Addil) was a powerful monarch, displaying great foresight and information, having
well profited by the lessons of experience; virtuous in his conduct, always ani-
mated with the best intentions and gifted with consummate prudence; he was reso-
lute in his undertakings, holy in his life, attentive to fulfil the duty of prayer at the
regular hours, careful in following the example of the pious men who directed iheir
conduct by that of the Prophet, and remarkably partial to the learned [in the law)-
It is not therefore astonishing that Fakhr ad-Din ar-Razi [vol. II. p. 652) should have
composed and dedicated to this sovereign the [metaphysical) work entitled Tdsis at-
Takdis [confirmatio sanctificationis), which he sent to him from Khorasan. We may
conclude his history by stating that he was highly fortunate in every way: no other
monarch ever left sons so illustrious, so brave, so learned, and so high-minded as his;
nations acknowledged their sway, and the finest kingdoms of the earth obeyed their
rule. When the poet Ibn Onain celebrated the praises of al-Malik al-Aadil in the
kasida of which we have already given a fragment (p. 180 of this volume) and which
rhymes in r, he introduced into it the following eulogium on that prince's sons :

He has sons, one of whom, in every land, leads an army against the foe; each, by the bright-
ness of his forehead, seems a moon, but, when in combat, a lion; he presses forward to the
fight, but, when the bright (swords) dispel (the darkness of) the dust and disclose to view the
captured (maidens') of the harem, he retires. "Tis a family pure in origin, excellent in race,
copious in liberality, pleasing to behold. Their steeds scorn to drink from a stream unless its
waters be encrimsoned with the blood of battles. They hasten with delight to the fire of combat,
but are incapable of hastening towards the fire of hospitality (7).

How many the exquisite kasidas which poets have composed on the members of
this family! but I shall only notice the foregoing piece, because it applies to them
all. The same poem contains the following passage in praise of al-Malik al-Aadil;
the author has displayed in it superior ability:

(He is) the just (al-addil), the king (al-malik), whose titles, in every region, ennoble the
pulpits (from which they are proclaimed). In every land, his unsullied justice has formed
a paradise watered by the heavenly stream of his liberality. So just is he that the wolf passes
the night in the torments of hunger, although the brown gazelle is before his eyes. No believer